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14. — Critical and Miscellaneous Essays : collected and published by 
Thomas Carlyle. In Four Volumes. Boston : Brown and Tag- 
gard. 1860. 16mo. pp. 491, 490, 480, 524. 

Carlyle first took a strong hold on the cultivated mind of America 
by his " Sartor Resartus," — '■ a work more full of seed-thoughts than 
any single volume of the present century. The appearance of this was 
shortly followed by a collection of the author's Miscellanies, which was 
in almost every one's hands. We doubt whether any of his subsequent 
works have been so much read in this country. His mannerisms have 
grown more offensive, while he has repeated in new forms, rather than 
enlarged and multiplied, the fresh and bracing thoughts by which, a 
quarter of a century ago, he made us all so greatly his debtors. The 
volumes before us contain most or all of the papers that were in the 
former collection, with others that have appeared more recently. They 
are beautifully printed ; each volume has a " Summary of Contents," 
or a recapitulation of the leading thoughts of every paper ; and the 
fourth has an alphabetical Index to the whole. "We anticipate that this 
issue will do much toward bringing back our public to the reading of 
Carlyle, and we should rejoice in this result ; though we hope that we 
may not see again the day when Carlylese shall be a written and 
spoken dialect among us. 



15. — No. 1. The Undergraduate. No. 2. The University Quarterly. 
Conducted by an Association of Collegiate and Professional Students, 
in the United States and Europe. January and April. 1860. New 
Haven, pp. 1 - 220, 221 - 429. 

The University Quarterly, as this periodical is henceforth to be 
termed, originating at Yale College, has already secured systematic 
co-operation from between twenty and thirty American and foreign 
colleges and professional schools, including the Universities of Berlin, 
Halle, and Heidelberg. Its objects are the promotion of fraternal feel- 
ing and intercourse between various literary institutions, the diffusion 
of such intelligence with regard to each as may be of interest to all, 
the creation of a right and high standard of sentiment and opinion 
among students, the cultivation of a pure literary taste, and such com- 
parison of methods and results as may lead to a generous emulation 
and conduce to mutual improvement, equally in boards of government 
and instruction, and among their pupils. The numbers before us give 
ample promise of a journal which will find favor not within college 
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walls alone, but among liberally educated and professional men gen- 
erally. The space is very judiciously distributed. Abundant room is 
allowed for the news-articles from the several institutions represented ; 
while the greater part of each number is occupied by essays on edu- 
cational and literary subjects. The range of subjects discussed in 
these essays is as wide, and the modes of treatment are as various, as 
is wont to be the ease in well-conducted literary magazines. There is 
just enough of the mirthful element to give zest to the graver materials, 
while a healthy moral feeling, a uniform recognition of the highest 
truths wherever reference to them is in place, and a pervading tone of 
reverence for authority both human and Divine, show that the editors 
have marked out for themselves and their journal a route retrogressive 
as regards the false and mischievous .tendencies of the age, while vig- 
orously progressive in the direction of true knowledge, learning, and 
wisdom. We earnestly bespeak for the work the liberal patronage 
which it needs at the outset, and which we are sure it will have with- 
out asking, when its merits shall become generally known. 



16. — Poems. By William H. Holcombe, M. D. New Tork : 
Mason Brothers. 1860. 12mo. pp. 360. 

Few of these Poems are striking, either for novelty of conception 
or for the range of thought or fancy they exhibit ; yet the volume as a 
whole forms a most pleasant introduction to the author. It could have 
been written only by a man of high principles, noble aims, warm affec- 
tions, genial sympathies, and a religious nature in full activity. Many 
of the Poems are on circumstances and incidents of domestic life, and 
bear such marks as could not be counterfeited of their truth to the 
writer's experience and feeling. Many of them are devoted to the 
domestic relations which have grown up under our Southern institu- 
tions. Slavery is evidently a pet institution with our poet ; and while 
it is utterly opposed to our sense of both right and expediency, we can 
only say that, were it everywhere the patriarchal system which it evi- 
dently is in his esteem, and is undoubtedly when under the control of 
masters and families that sympathize with his spirit, we would not lift 
a finger to emancipate the whole colored race. But there is a shady 
as well as a sunny side. While this volume throughout is redolent 
of pure, kind, and lofty sentiment, there are some pieces of great poeti- 
cal merit. The following " Tribute to Emanuel Swedenborg " seems 
to us to indicate a mastery over the elements of true poetry, which the 
earlier poems in the volume gave us no reason to anticipate. 



